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Open House Overview 

The City of Tucson Department of Transportation (TDOT) held a public open house meeting 

on Tuesday, Oct. 16, 2018, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at Empire High School, 10701 E. Mary Ann 

Cleveland Way, Tucson, Ariz. The purpose of the meeting was to inform the public and receive 

their comments on four Houghton Road projects: 22nd Street to Irvington Road; Valencia 

Road to Mary Ann Cleveland Way; Bridge over the Union Pacific Railroad; and UPRR to 

Interstate 10. Approximately 56 members of the public attended. Six public comments were 

received at the meeting via comment form. 

 

Public Notification 

• Government official notification emailed – Sept. 28, 2018 

• Newspaper advertisement published in Vail Voice – Oct. 1, 2018 

• Invitation postcard sent by postal mail – Oct. 2, 2018 

• Invitation emailed to over 850 stakeholders – Oct. 2, 2018 

• Newspaper advertisement published in Arizona Daily Star – Oct. 3, 2018 

• Invitation posted to houghtonroad.info website – Oct. 5, 2018 

• News release emailed to local media by City of Tucson – Oct. 9, 2018 

 

Copies of notification materials are included in Appendix A. 

 

Title VI 

Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act regulations provides that “no person in the United States 

shall, on the grounds of race, color, or national origin, be excluded from participation in, be 

denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any program or activity receiving 

Federal financial assistance.” Related federal statutes and regulations require TDOT’s  
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Title VI/Nondiscrimination Program to include nondiscrimination protection on the basis of 

age, sex, disability and income status in all TDOT programs or activities. 

 

The Title VI notice to the public, brochures and survey cards were displayed and made 

available at the meeting. 12 completed survey cards were received at this meeting and 

provided to City of Tucson’s Title VI Office. 

 

Meeting Format and Materials 

The meeting format was an open house with no formal presentation. At the open house, 

participants were provided a comment form, three Houghton Road Corridor project fact 

sheets and the implementation plan map. Participants were asked to: 

• Sign in 

• Proceed to information tables to review project area maps and discuss questions and 

concerns individually with team members 

• Fill out and leave completed comment and Title VI forms at the meeting to be 

included in the meeting summary report  

 

Aerial plan view maps and displays showing the overall project information for 22nd Street to 

Irvington Road and Valencia Road to Mary Ann Cleveland Way were provided at staffed 

information stations. Regional Transportation Authority MainStreet Business Assistance 

staffed a table with information about the RTA and business assistance. RTA Adaptive 

Mobility with Reliability and Efficiency (AMORE) staffed a table with information about the 

new transit system in the Vail area. Arizona Department of Transportation staffed a table with 

information about the Houghton/Interstate 10 traffic interchange plans. Participants were 

encouraged to view the displays, ask questions and provide feedback.  



 
 
 
 
 
 

City of Tucson Department of Transportation 
Houghton Road Corridor Projects 

Public Open House Summary 
October 16, 2018 

 
  Page 3 of 3 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

 

The meeting materials are in Appendix B. The comments are in Appendix C.  

 

Appendices 

A: Notification Materials 

B: Meeting Materials 

C: Comments 

 



The City of Tucson Department of Transportation (TDOT) and the 
Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) invite you to attend a public 
open house to learn about the Houghton Road projects currently 
in construction or design. These projects are part of the overall plan 
to improve Houghton Road from Tanque Verde Road to Interstate 10 
and part of the voter-approved $2.1 billion RTA plan.
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PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE NOTICE
HOUGHTON ROAD CORRIDOR

TUESDAY, OCT. 16, 2018
6 TO 7:30 P.M. – DROP BY ANY TIME

EMPIRE HIGH SCHOOL, DINING AUDITORIUM 
10701 E. MARY ANN CLEVELAND WAY, TUCSON, AZ 85747

OVERALL IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE CORRIDOR PROJECTS INCLUDE:
• Widening Houghton Road 

to a six-lane roadway with 
median

• Drainage improvements to 
provide all-weather access 
during major storms

• Bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities

• Public art

• Improved asphalt surface 

• Bus pullouts

• Native landscaping  
with water harvesting

• New and upgraded  
traffic signals

HOUGHTON ROAD DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULES
Bridge over the Union Pacific Railroad
Construction began in March 2017 and will be completed by 
December 2018.

UPRR to Interstate 10
Preparing for construction, anticipated to begin in October 2018.

Valencia Road to Mary Ann Cleveland Way
Design began in mid-2017 and is progressing toward 90% design 
completion, with construction expected to commence in 2020.

22nd Street to Irvington Road
Design began in late 2016 and reached 60% design completion 
in 2017. Design is expected to resume in 2019 and construction is 
expected to start 2021.

MORE INFORMATION
For additional information, please visit www.houghtonroad.info or contact 
Stephanie Stanley at stephanie@gordleygroup.com or 520-327-6077 or 
TDOT project manager Michael Marietti at michael.marietti@tucsonaz.gov 
or 520-837-6629.

For accommodation, materials in accessible formats, foreign language 
interpreters and/or materials in a language other than English, please 
contact Stephanie Stanley.

www.houghtonroad.info
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Contact: Michael Graham Date: Oct. 9, 2018 
 Public Information Officer TDD: (520)791-2639 
 (520) 837-6686 
 michael.graham@tucsonaz.gov 
  

HOUGHTON ROAD CORRIDOR PROJECTS 
 

 PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE 
 
The City of Tucson Department of Transportation (TDOT) and Regional Transportation 
Authority (RTA) invite you to attend a public open house for three Houghton Road Corridor 
projects from Valencia Road to Interstate 10.  

Tuesday, Oct. 16, 2018 
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Empire High School 
Dining Auditorium 

10701 E. Mary Ann Cleveland Way, Tucson, Ariz. 
 
Houghton Road Corridor project segment information will be available for the Valencia Road to 
Mary Ann Cleveland Way, Bridge over the Union Pacific Railroad, and Union Pacific Railroad 
to Interstate 10 projects. 
 
For more information about the public open house, please contact Stephanie Stanley, community 
relations, at 520-327-6077 or stephanie@gordleygroup.com or TDOT project manager Michael 
Marietti at 520-837-6629 or michael.marietti@tucsonaz.gov or visit the project website at 
www.houghtonroad.info.  
 
These projects are part of the $2.1 billion, 20-year RTA plan, which will be funded through June 
2026. In its 12th year, the multimodal plan includes roadway, safety, transit, environmental and 
economic vitality improvements funded by the half-cent excise tax of the RTA, which is a 
special taxing district. For more information on the RTA Plan, visit http://www.rtamobility.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
facebook.com/CityOfTucson  twitter.com/tucson_dot  www.tucsonaz.gov/street-bonds 
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More information is available at the project website:

www.houghtonroad.info

These are projects of the Regional Transportation Authority. The voter-
approved, $2.1 billion RTA plan will be implemented through 2026. Details 
about the full plan are available at www.RTAmobility.com. The Regional 
Transportation Authority has a nine-member board with representatives 
from local, state and tribal governments. These projects are managed by 
the City of Tucson.

Houghton Road: Bridge over the Union Pacific Railroad 

The design for Houghton Road: Bridge over the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR)  
is complete and Pulice Construction was selected as the contractor. 

Construction started in March 2017, and is expected to take approximately two 
years to complete. This project consists of replacing the existing bridge with two 
bridges that will accommodate three lanes of traffic, bike lanes and sidewalks in 
each direction.

This bridge project will be constructed in two phases:

The first phase will keep traffic on the existing bridge, while a new bridge is 
constructed (three lanes) next to the existing bridge (currently two lanes). Once 
this new bridge is completed, traffic will be shifted over to the new bridge.

The second phase will include demolishing the existing bridge and building another 
bridge (three lanes)where the old bridge was located. When this work is completed, 
traffic will be redirected to use both bridges. One bridge will be for northbound 
traffic, and the other will be for southbound traffic.

Houghton Road: Union Pacific Railroad to Interstate 10

Design for Houghton Road: Union Pacific Railroad to I-10 is 100% complete. 
Construction is anticipated to start in late 2018 and take approximately one year.

Contact Information
Austin Wesnitzer, TDOT Project Manager
Houghton Road: Bridge over UPRR
Austin.Wesnitzer@tucsonaz.gov 
520-837-6614

Fred Felix, TDOT Engineer
Houghton Road Corridor projects 
fred.felix@tucsonaz.gov 
520-837-6620

Michael Marietti, TDOT Design Manager
Houghton Road: 22nd to Irvington
Michael.Marietti@tucsonaz.gov 
520-837-6629

Stephanie Stanley, Gordley Group, Community Relations
stephanie@GordleyGroup.com 
520-327-6077

Houghton Road Corridor
BRIDGE OVER THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD
UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD TO INTERSTATE 10
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   Houghton Road Corridor Overview

The City of Tucson Department of Transportation (TDOT) is designing 
improvements to widen Houghton Road with four to six lanes from Tanque 
Verde Road to Interstate 10. This project is part of the $2.1 billion, 20-year 

RTA plan that was approved by voters in May 2006.

   Houghton Road: 22nd Street to Irvington Road

Design of the Houghton Road: 22nd Street to Irvington Road project 
began in fall 2016. The design concept and initial design were 
established during the Conceptual Design phase which started in 2006. 
Improvements will extend from just south of the 22nd Street intersection 
to immediately north of the Irvington Road intersection and will include 
bridges at the Pantano Wash. One public meeting was held in September 
2017 at 60% design. A second public meeting will be held near design 
completion prior to starting construction, anticipated to begin in 2021. 

Improvements Include:

 • Widening Houghton Road to a curbed six-lane roadway with median
 • Retrofit of existing Pantano bridge and addition of a new bridge
 • Left-turn lanes and dedicated right-turn lanes at Old Spanish Trail, Golf 

Links Road and Escalante Road intersections
 • PELICAN pedestrian crossing signal at Secrist Middle School, plus 

improved school bus traffic flow
 • New and upgraded traffic signals at Old Spanish Trail, Golf Links Road 

and Escalante Road intersections
 • Drainage improvements to provide all-weather access during major 

storms
 • Bus pullouts
 • Improved asphalt surface
 • Bicycle and ADA compliant pedestrian facilities
 • Native landscaping with water harvesting
 • Dark Skies compliant roadway lighting
 • Public art

   Background

Recommendations for the Houghton Road improvements are 
based on:
 • Engineering and environmental considerations 

 • Public information gathered during the Arizona Department of 
Transportation’s Houghton Road Corridor Study [2002-2004]

 • Public outreach efforts conducted during the City of  Tucson’s Conceptual 
Design and Final Design Phases [2006-present] 

   Contact Information

Michael Marietti, TDOT Project Manager
michael.marietti@tucsonaz.gov
520-837-6629

Steve Taylor, RTA MainStreet Business Assistance Program
staylor1000@msn.com
520-270-6309

Stephanie Stanley Gordley Group, Community Relations  
stephanie@gordleygroup.com
520-327-6077

More information is available at the project website:

www.houghtonroad.info

Houghton Road Corridor
22ND STREET TO IRVINGTON ROAD

This is a project of the Regional Transportation Authority. The voter-approved, $2.1 billion RTA plan 
will be implemented through 2026. Details about the full plan are available at www.RTAmobility.
com. The Regional Transportation Authority has a nine-member board with representatives 
from local, state and tribal governments. This project is being managed by the City of Tucson.



   Houghton Road Corridor Overview
The City of Tucson Department of Transportation (TDOT) is designing 

improvements to widen Houghton Road with four to six lanes from Tanque 

Verde Road to Interstate 10. This project segment is part of the $2.1 billion, 

20-year Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) Plan that was approved by 

voters in May 2006.

   Houghton Road:  
   Valencia Road to Mary Ann Cleveland Way 

Design of the Houghton Road: Valencia Road to Mary Ann Cleveland Way 

project is in progress. Improvements will extend from just south of the 

Valencia Road intersection to immediately north of the Mary Ann Cleveland 

Way intersection. The process is anticipated to take 24 months. Two public 

meetings will be held during the design phase, one near the middle of the 

design process and one near design completion prior to starting construction.

Improvements Include:
 • Widening Houghton Road to a six-lane desert parkway with median

 • Left-turn lanes and dedicated right-turn lanes at the Rita Road 
intersection

 • New traffic signals and lighting at Rita Road

 • Drainage improvements to provide all-weather access during major 
storms

 • Bus pullouts

 • Improved asphalt surface

 • Bicycle and ADA compliant pedestrian facilities

 • Native landscaping with water harvesting

 • Dark Skies compliant roadway lighting

 • Public art

   Background

Recommendations for the Houghton Road improvements 
are based on:

 • Engineering, landscaping and environmental considerations 

 • Public information gathered during the Arizona Department of 

Transportation’s Houghton Road Corridor Study [2002-2004]

 • Public outreach efforts that were conducted during the City of Tucson’s 

Conceptual Design and Final Design Phases [2006-present] 

   Contact Information

Michael Marietti, TDOT Project Manager
michael.marietti@tucsonaz.gov
520-837-6629

Steve Taylor, RTA Main Street Business Assistance Program
staylor1000@msn.com
520-270-6309

Stephanie Stanley, Gordley Group, Community Relations  
stephanie@gordleygroup.com
520-327-6077

More information is available at the project website: 

www.houghtonroad.info

Houghton Road Corridor
VALENCIA ROAD TO MARY ANN CLEVELAND WAY

This is a project of the Regional Transportation Authority. The voter-approved, $2.1 billion 
RTA plan will be implemented through 2026. Details about the full plan are available 
at www.RTAmobility.com. The Regional Transportation Authority has a nine-member 
board with representatives from local, state and tribal governments. This project is being 
managed by the City of Tucson.
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