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Meeting Summary 
 

City of Tucson Department of Transportation (TDOT) 
Ward 2 Citizen Design Review Committee (CDRC) 

Houghton Road: Broadway Boulevard to 22nd Street 
Nov. 19, 2013, 5:30 to 7 p.m. 

Tucson Eastside City Hall, 7575 E. Speedway Blvd. 
  
ATTENDEES  
Ward 2 CDRC Members 
Helen Arnold, Macalester Park Homeowners Association (HOA) 
Mike Collins, five homes on Houghton Road 
Dominique Drentrea, Casas de Santo neighborhood 
Paul Gegenheimer, property owner 
Richard Hagenah, Houghton Neighborhood Association (NA) 
Frank Salbego, Eastside NA 
Tom Stefanek, Mesquite Trails HOA 
Rick Wilson, Eastpoint Estates HOA 
 
Guests 
Steven Eddy, Tucson Electric Power (TEP) Government & External Affairs 
Cynthia Garcia, TEP Superintendent, Transmission & Distribution 
Larry Lucero, TEP Manager, Government Relations 
Debra Sykes, TEP Project Manager, Public Improvements 
 
City of Tucson, Ward 2 Council Office 
Ted Prezelski, Management Analyst 
 
TDOT and Consultants 
M.J. Dillard, TDOT Project Manager 
Joe Vaskovic, Parsons Brinckerhoff Construction Manager 
Jan Gordley, Gordley Group, Public Involvement 
Lori Lantz, Gordley Group, Public Involvement 
 
MATERIALS 
• Agenda 
• Houghton Road: Broadway Boulevard to 22nd Street fact sheet 
• Sun Tran Park & Ride fact sheet 
• Construction contact sheet 
• Meeting evaluation form 
• Comment form 
• Implementation plan map 
• CDRC neighborhoods map 
• Oct. 9, 2013, Ward 2 CDRC meeting summary 
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INTRODUCTIONS 
Lori Lantz opened the meeting and noted that new Ward 2 CDRC member Rick Wilson 
was in attendance. Rick was newly appointed by Council Member Paul Cunningham 
to represent Eastpoint Estates HOA. Representatives from TEP were also in attendance. 
Lori asked all present to introduce themselves. 
 
PROJECT UPDATES 
M.J. Dillard provided updates on the Houghton Road Corridor. 
 
Houghton Road: Broadway Boulevard to 22nd Street 

• Utility relocation is wrapping up at the Broadway Boulevard intersection. TEP 
decided to go underground instead of overhead at the Broadway intersection, 
which meant that other utilities on those poles had to find alternative 
solutions, and have all relocated underground. 

• The Houghton Road and Broadway Boulevard intersection and Sun Tran Park & 
Ride lot will be constructed first. Houghton Road from Broadway Boulevard 
through 22nd Street intersection is being designed at the same time and is 
planned to be constructed as the intersection work is concluding. 

• Intersection construction will begin on the north side of Broadway Boulevard 
and the west side of Houghton Road. Once these are done they will move to 
the south and east sides. 

• Construction-related barricades have been adjusted to allow improved access 
during construction and to slow traffic. A reduced speed limit is in place to 
ensure safety. 

• Access to local businesses will remain open, and notice will be given 48 hours 
in advance, if any individual driveways need to be temporarily closed. 

• Throughout the construction process, M.J. will be available for questions and 
concerns, and construction updates will be emailed to the Ward 2 CDRC. An 
updated construction contact list will be sent with the first project update in 
case of emergency or general questions. 

• Safety dictates, and residents have requested, street lighting, so lights have 
been added to the project area. Lights will be shielded, cost-efficient LED and 
will be Dark Sky compliant. 

• At this time, there is no money remaining in the City franchise agreement fund 
to pay for the cost of moving the TEP distribution lines underground. The cost 
differential is about $1.7 million for underground lines. 

• Rubberized asphalt will be used for noise mitigation, and some screening 
vegetation will be added. Sound walls are not planned. 
 

TUCSON ELECTRIC POWER LINE LOCATION 
 
M.J. Dillard gave some background on the TEP power line relocation.  

• Once the intersection construction is complete, TEP is planning to put the 
distribution lines above ground on the west side. The high-voltage 
transmission lines need to be on separate poles and above ground, and those 
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will remain on the east side. This means that there will be overhead power 
lines on both sides of the road.  

• TEP has to move the existing poles due to placement of the new roadway. 
• There is nothing in the franchise agreement between the City and TEP that will 

allow TDOT to force utilities underground at their expense. 
• The cost to the City to pay the difference to place the distribution lines 

underground would start at $1.7 million and there is no funding available for 
this. 

• One option would be to put together an improvement district, where 
neighbors would pay the cost, but there is no apparent interest in that 
possibility.  

 
TEP staff handed out fact sheets showing the anticipated location of power poles in 
the project area and shared the following information: 

• Approximately 10 new steel poles for 138 kV transmission lines will replace 15 
poles currently on the east side. Approximately 20 new poles will be placed on 
the west side for 13.8 kV distribution lines.  

• There is a significant cost difference between locating lines overhead and 
underground. For this project, that cost would have to be borne by the City. 
TEP as an overhead utility cannot bear the additional cost of putting those 
lines underground, which would impact the remaining ratepayers within their 
service territory.  

• In Oro Valley, where the utilities are required to be underground, the Town of 
Oro Valley paid the difference to locate lines underground. 

• Current technology and safety considerations don’t allow the transmission 
lines to be put underground.  

• Distribution lines can’t be put in a trench with gas or water lines for safety 
reasons.  

• Some neighborhoods adjacent to Houghton Road have underground utilities 
because builders include that additional cost in the price of the home and it is 
then included in the mortgage. 

• TEP lines are underground at the intersection because it was a very short 
stretch and cost tradeoffs for that section made it a feasible investment.  

• Even with underground lines, a certain amount of above-ground poles are still 
needed for the distribution system.  

 
COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

• Is the only option poles on the west side? Can you add poles on the east side? 
Response: Underlying easements and utilities on the east side of Houghton 
prohibit the installation of a new distribution line. (Based on information from 
the TEP handout.) 

• Houghton Road is a designated scenic corridor, so we shouldn’t have electric 
poles on both sides of the road.  

• Can you change the project to four lanes instead of six and use the extra 
money for underground lines?  
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Response: RTA would not allow those funds to be used for utility work. 
• Can we hear from the City finance department regarding how they are funding 

this project, and where we can find additional money? 
Response: M.J. will talk to the staff involved in funding the project. 

 
VISITOR COMMENTS 

• What determines six lanes rather than four lanes?  
Response: Traffic projections warrant six lanes at this time. 

• We were told there would be no overhead lights, or they would be in the 
median. 
Response: All lighting design is based on safety criteria, including not placing it 
in the median, and neighbors requested street lighting due to safety concerns. 

• Have they done anything more about a screening wall? We don’t want to look 
at six lanes of traffic. 
Response: The City has not approved screening walls, but M.J. can put in a 
request regarding the strong preference. 

 
PARKING LOT (Items waiting to be covered at a future meeting) 

• Retaining wall by five houses and frontage road 
• Re-examine possibility of adding privacy walls 

 
LETTERS OF SUPPORT 
Ward 2 Councilman Paul Cunningham and the Ward 2 CDRC wrote letters to TEP 
strongly supporting underground transmission lines on the west side of Houghton 
Road. 
 
Copies of those letters were provided to TEP at the meeting and are attached to these 
minutes. TEP handout is also attached. 
 
Meeting adjourned 










